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to live on the prescribed diet; the former, iii obedience to the
commands of Bucldhoo, by the Maha Sudona; and the latter
from necessity, there being none of their accustomed fruits, rieef
or roots to be met with so near the ocean. They found the
water within the nuts sweet and delicious, and pure as crystal
itself (of which mineral their country produced abundant
varieties);, whilst the fleshy part of it was a cooling and satis-
fying food. The prescribed time rolled on; and day after day
convinced the delighted followers of their suffering prince that
truth came from above. The rajah gradually lost the white and
scaly skin which had enveloped him like the armour of the great
ant-eater of the interior; whilst the glow of heat which pervaded
his extremities convinced him of the near approach of his
promised recovery. Thankful to his great preserver, he omitted
not to perform the duties which in his visions had been dictated
to him; and on the first stone which appeared durable and
beyond the reach of the sea, in token of his gratitude, he, with
the assistance of his followers, carved on the granite rock
('which you now see' is added by the narrator) a gigantic
statue of himself; remarking, that its great height would show
the wonderful recovery he had experienced, being a very little
man in stature; *for he had risen, by the blessing of the god
of all gods, to an undeserved height of happiness and bodily
vigour; the memorial of which would thus be handed down to
millions yet unborn.' Numerous families from the high country
of the interior soon afterwards emigrated to the sea-coast; for
it had become an imperious duty on the part of the rajah, on
whom a miraculous cure had been so unexpectedly wrought by
the fruit of the Coconut tree, to give publicity to the circum-
stances which originally introduced to him and his followers a
knowledge of that splendid production; whilst the conviction of
its transcendent utility pointed out its propagation as a never-
failing source of individual advantage and of progressive national
prosperity.
illustration.—Plate XCVII shows a chai-acteristic grove of
Coconut Palms on Bombay Island, The photograph was taken
by Rev. Fr. M. Maier.

